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FISHING WEIGHT 

Background of the Invention 
Field of the Invention 

[0001] The present invention relates generally to a weight for a fishing lure and a method 
of manufacturing a weight for a fishing lure. 

Related Art 

[0002] Bass fishing is a specialty within the broad fishing category of artificial worm 
fishing using a pole and reel. One popular technique of bass fishing includes casting a lure to a 
particular spot within a body of water with the lure descending substantially straight downward 
because of a weight attached to the lure. Once the lure hits bottom, the fisherman then jigs the 
line so that the lure moves to simulate the movement of a live worm. 

[0003] The rig most generally associated with this technique of bass fishing comprises a 
fishing hook having a fishing line attached thereto embedded into and through the front portion 
of a plastic worm such that the eyelet of the hook remains embedded within the plastic worm. 
This rig typically utilizes a lead weight at the front of the lure so that when it is cast, the lure 
descends toward the bottom of the body of water. 

[0004] To ensure the lure passes freely through aquatic vegetation, a bullet-shaped lead 
weight having a hole through the center axis thereof is most commonly used. Conventionally, 
the bullet-shaped weight is attached to the line or to the eyelet of the hook. A thin elongated 
member, such as a part of a toothpick or a part of a rubber band, is typically used to wedge the 
fishing line against the interior of the central hole of the lead weight. In U.S. Patent No. 
4,653,212 to Pixton, the weight is attached directly to the lure and is spaced apart from the hook 
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and line. In another lure apparatus, as shown in U.S. Patent No. 5,129,175 to Pixton, a weight is 
attached to the lure with an attachment coil. The weight of Pixton '175 requires a tube to be 
extended through the weight and the attachment coil, and then a fishing line is threaded through 
the tube. 

Summary of the Invention 

[0005] In an exemplary embodiment of the present invention, a weight apparatus for us 
with a flexible fishing lure and a method of manufacturing the weight apparatus are provided. 
The weight apparatus includes a weight member defining a throughbore and having a tapered 
first end and a flattened second end. A wire coil is attached to the second end of the weight 
member for attachment of the weight member to the lure. The wire coil is free from obstructions 
such as a tube member. 

[0006] Further features and advantages of the invention, as well as the structure and 
operation of various embodiments of the invention, are described in detail below with reference 
to the accompanying drawings. 

Brief Description of the Drawings 

[0007] The foregoing and other features and advantages of the invention will be apparent 
from the following, more particular description of a preferred embodiment of the invention, as 
illustrated in the accompanying drawings. 

[0008] Fig. 1 shows the fishing weight apparatus in accordance with the present 
invention. 

[0009] Fig. 2 shows a cross sectional view of the fishing weight apparatus of Fig. 1. 
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[0010] Fig. 3 shows the fishing weight apparatus of Fig. 1 assembled with a fishing line, 
hook and lure. 

Detailed Description of the Present Invention 

[0011] A preferred embodiment of the invention is discussed in detail below. While 
specific exemplary embodiments are discussed, it should be understood that this is done for 
illustration purposes only. A person skilled in the relevant art will recognize that other 
components and configurations can be used without departing from the spirit and scope of the 
invention. 

[0012] As shown in Fig. 1 and the cross-sectional view of Fig. 2, an exemplary fishing 
weight apparatus 1 in accordance with the present invention includes a weight member 2 and a 
mounting assembly 3 for mounting the weight member 2 to a lure (shown in Fig. 3). In one 
embodiment, the weight member 2 is tungsten. The weight member 2 in the illustrated 
embodiment has a streamlined design in the shape of a bullet for easy and smooth penetration of 
a water surface with minimum disturbance. The mounting assembly 3 is shown as a corkscrew, 
but other arrangements are possible. For example, as an alternative, the mounting assembly 3 
can be a hook shape or any assembly suitable for attachment to a lure. The corkscrew mounting 
assembly 3 of the present invention is advantageously free from obstructions, such as the tube 
member of Pixton 4 175. The corkscrew can be a coil, for example, a wire or plastic coil. 

[0013] As noted above, the weight member 2 is bullet-shaped with a tapered end 4 and a 

flattened end 5. A throughbore 7 extends longitudinally through the center of the weight 

member 2. The throughbore 7 can be lined with a tube member, although, the tube member 

should be flush with the end of the throughbore 7 and not extend into the mounting assembly 3. 
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The flattened end 5 of the weight member 2 has a circular groove 6 coaxial with- the throughbore 

7. The mounting member 3 can glued in the groove 6. Alternatively, the mounting assembly 3 
can be integrally formed with the weight member 2. 

[0014] Fig. 3 shows the fishing weight apparatus 1 attached to a lure 9 and a fishing line 

8. The fishing line 8 is inserted through the throughbore 7 of the weight member 2 and the 
mounting assembly 3 and then tied to a hook 10. The hook 10 in the exemplary embodiment 
includes a J-shaped shank that has a barbed portion on one end and an eye for receiving the 
fishing line on the other end. 

[0015] The weight assembly 1 is attached to the lure by rotating the corkscrew mounting 
assembly 3 into the flexible plastic lure. With the corkscrew mounting assembly 3, lure types 
and sizes can be easily changed with minimum or no damage to the lure. 

[0016] As can be seen from Fig. 3, the lure 9 has, in the exemplary embodiment, a flat 
tail that carries considerable less weight than the rest of the lure, particularly when attached to 
weight member 2. The disposition of the weight at the front end of the lure 9 causes it to point 
generally downward to more closely resemble a real life worm. 

[0017] While various embodiments of the present invention have been described above, 
it should be understood that they have been presented by way of example only, and not 
limitation. Thus, the breadth and scope of the present invention should not be limited by any of 
the above-described exemplary embodiments, but should instead be defined only in accordance 
with the following claims and their equivalents. 
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